
ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Coming from an intellectual family, Qigang Chen began his musical studies as a child. In his early teens, he was confronted with 
the Cultural Revolution and would spend three years locked up in a barracks, undergoing an 'ideological reeducation'. Nonetheless, 
his passion for music remained unshakeable and, in spite of the social pressure and anti-cultural policy, he pursued his training in 
composition.
In 1977, Qigang Chen was one of 26 candidates out of two thousand to be accepted into the composition class at the Beijing Central 
Conservatory. After five years of studies with Luo Zhongrong, in 1983 he stood for the national competition where he came first. As a 
result, he was the only one in his field to be authorized to go abroad to pursue graduate studies in composition.
Olivier Messiaen's last student, from 1984 to 1988. His first five years in France allowed him to broaden the scope of his culture and 
acquire new knowledge about 20th-century music.
Qigang Chen is one of the living composers much performed around the world, winning him many accolades. In 2001, his orchestral 
work Wu Xing was selected from over 1000 entries as one of the five finalists of the Masterprize Award, hosted by the BBC. In 2003, 
EMI/Virgin Classics released an album devoted to his music, including the highly acclaimed work Iris devoilée. It was later voted 
by Gramophone Magazine as one of the Top Ten Classical Recordings of the Month. In 2005, He was awarded the Grand Prix de la 
Musique Symphonique by SACEM in recognition of his career achievement. He worked as Music Director of the Opening Ceremony 
of the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. Most recently, in 2013, he was decorated with Chevalier de l'Ordre des arts et des lettres by 
the French government.
In 2015, he launched a composition workshop at Gonggeng College in China, as a platform for dialogues with, and between, young 
musicians.

MAIN WORKS
Symphonic Works: Wu Xing (The Five Elements), Yuan(Origins), Reflet d'un Temps Disparu, Iris Devoilee (Iris Unveiled), Extase, 
Enchantement Oublies, Er Huang, Joie Eternelle, Luan Tan
Music for ballet: Raise the red lantern (Epouse et Concubines)
Music for film: Under the Hawthorn Tree , Flowers of War, Coming Home
Song: You and Me

PUBLISHERS
Gérard Billaudot Editeur (Paris, from 1985 to 2007)
Boosey & Hawkes (London, since 2008)
DURAND (Pairs, Raise the Red Lantern & La Nuit Profonde)

WEBSITE 
www.chenqigang.com
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